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wion, it follows that there must be something answering to that discipline which keeps any other part of Church communion pure. Hence in our Church " The order for the burial of the dead" is prefaced by a rubric which says, " that the office ensuing is not to be used for any that die unbaptized, or excommunicate, or have laid violent hands on themselves :"a sentence which doubtless excludes all such persons, in the judgment of the Church, from the act of fellowship before mentioned. In the primitive Church a notorious offender was not enrolled on the dyptichs of the Church, (see Dyptichs J or if enrolled before his offences were discovered, his name was struck off: i. e. he was not remembered in the prayers, thanksgivings, or oblations made by the faithful. If however this judgment of excommunication (for such in effect'it was) was found afterwards to be unjust, the name of the departed were again enrolled on the dyptichs; this was the case with no less a person than St. Chrysostom.
And this ecclesiastical dealing with the dead will appear to answer to what is called, when the living are the subjects of it, communion, excommunication, a.udreconciliation. Penance and absolution the nature of the case necessarily excludes.
From this account, short as it is, may be collected two or three important deductions.
First. That the prayers of the primitive Churcn for the dead, being especially for those who were accounted saints par excellence, and including even the Blessed Virgin, and the Holy Apostles: prayer to the departed saints, whom they may be, as it is practised by the churches under the Roman obedience, must be contrary in theory (as it is in fact) to the primitive practice ; since it were impossible to pray to and for the same persons.
Secondly. That it was not for the release of the spirit of the departed from purgatory that the Church supplicated Almighty GOD. For this also were incompatible with prayer for the Blessed Virgin, and other eminent saints, of which there was never any doubt but that they were already in Abraham's bosom.
Thirdly.    That works of supererrogation formed no part  of the system of primitive   Theology:   since  all x2